
There is a severe lack of queer representation in the 
public-school system. Students who are queer and 

questioning are often provided with little to no 
exposure to queer culture, and do not see 

themselves reflected in the material. They may grow 
up feeling unimportant or thinking there is something 

wrong with them.

What is the Problem?

Statistics
v GLAAD estimates that up to 20% of students may 

identify as LGBTQ+

v East Longmeadow High School has ONE openly 
queer teacher out of around 75 administrators, 
teachers, and counselors (less than 2%)

v Queer kids are 3X more likely to experience 
depression than their straight cisgender peers

v 2 in 10 experience physical homophobic abuse

v 80% of homophobic bullying occurs at school

v Expand the curriculum of the public schools, 
particularly the high school, to include queer 
literature and history

v Diversify the staff to include more queer teachers 
and at least one queer counselor

Overall Objectives

Genre
For this project, I am writing an advocacy letter to the
Superintendent of Schools in my hometown, East
Longmeadow. This letter will urge him to consider pushing for
these improvements to the curriculum. The following are some
excerpts from my letter:

“There isn’t even a queer counselor to talk to. And I believe 
that it would be extremely beneficial to these students’ mental 

health to have one.”

“An exposure to this material and an adequate discussion of 
it in class would expand queer culture in the school, allowing 
relationships and understanding to be built that has been 

severely lacking.”

“If these students are exposed to the queer experience in the 
context of their own lives beforehand, and understand the many 

nuances of it, they may be significantly more considerate of 
others’ feelings in the classroom environment.”

“If we’re going to say “Honor Diversity” in 
our slogan every morning, then 

let’s start doing it.”

v Curriculum would accurately reflect the 
diversity of the students

v Counseling services would be available for 
LGBTQ+ students who are going through the
coming out process, or having trouble at 
home

v Encourages genuine                 
connections between queer             
students and teachers

v Builds a safe environment
for LGBTQ+ students that fosters positivity 
and embraces queer culture

Positive Impacts
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The Pathways GSA at Carteret High School, New Jersey.


